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BIO	 Martin Buzora holds nominations from the Canadian Screen Awards, the Directors Guild of Canada and 
the Canadian Society of Cinematographers, where he was the recent winner of the Best Short 
Documentary award for his film The Story of Pema (2019). In his over 15 year career, Martin has lensed 
dramatic features, horrors, documentaries, TV series, music videos and commercials around the world. He 
is a passionate and daring filmmaker who is as comfortable being a one man crew chasing yaks in the 
Himalayas and anti-poaching teams in Northern Kenya, as he is directing large film crews on North 
American features and Asian tech commercials.


	 His approach to cinematography remains the same regardless of the genre: to identify the feelings at the 
core of every scene, and create visuals that illuminate the soul of the story by whatever means available. 
Whether it’s stepping back to create a sombre wide shot of a poaching crime scene in the African bush, or  
meticulously lighting a soft halo for a romantic kiss, Martin allows the feelings behind the story to be his 
guiding light. 
 
Martin’s documentary series "Kenya Wildlife Diaries" (2016) for Smithsonian chronicled some of the most 
important conservation and anti-poaching work in East Africa, and was nominated for two Canadian 
Screen Awards for Best Factual Series and Best Cinematography.  
 
Most recently in 2019/2020 Martin was a cinematographer on the new documentary series Enslaved with 
Samuel L. Jackson, and helped capture the actor's journey from his tribal roots in West Africa to his family 
in the Deep South of the United States, while also investigating the stunning scale of the transatlantic 
slave trade in the process. 
 
Martin's quest is to bring his cinematic sensibilities from his feature film background into the world of 
documentary, and to focus on inspiring stories of humanity's relationship to the natural world.


 

 
 

FEATURES	 ENSLAVED (6-PART DOCUMENTARY SERIES) — 2019 - 2020 
Director of Photography


	  
Samuel L. Jackson, along with a team of investigative 
journalists and divers, uncovers the hidden history of 
the transatlantic slave trade. A look at 400 years of 
human trafficking from Africa to the New World, from 
the perspective of three different storylines. My shoots 
took place in Gabon, Ghana, Alabama, Nashville and 
Atlanta. 
 
Watch All Episodes on CBC: 
https://gem.cbc.ca/media/enslaved/season-1/episode-1/38e815a-01345a85b7a
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https://gem.cbc.ca/media/enslaved/season-1/episode-1/38e815a-01345a85b7a
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WjcXub35Cg0


	 LIBERTY OR DEATH: A HONG KONG STORY 
(FEATURE DOCUMENTARY) – 2019 
Director of Photography, Director, Producer 
 
Filmed on vintage anamorphic lenses on the front 
lines during the height of the tumultuous Hong Kong 
protests, this cinematic documentary explores the 
current state of Hong Kong society through the eyes 
of three different characters who all share the 
common dream of a democratic Hong Kong.  
 
Teaser: https://vimeo.com/360464351/bb5d885020  
 
 
RESTAURANTS ON THE EDGE (FOOD & LIFESTYLE REALITY, 10 EPISODES) – 2019 
Camera Operator, Drone Operator, MOVI Operator 
 
Three food and design experts travel the world to 
revive failing restaurants.  
 
Filmed episodes all over the world in Costa Rica, 
Slovenia, Arizona, British Columbia, U.S. Virgin 
Islands, Hong Kong, Tobermory and Finland. 
 
Watch Full Episodes on NETFLIX now. 
 

	 A CHEERFUL CHRISTMAS (HALLMARK FEATURE DRAMA) – 2019 
Director of Photography


	  
These Hallmark movies provide great opportunities for all sorts of magical 
beauty lighting, and they are always a creatively fulfilling experience for me 
as a cinematographer.  
 
Of all the romantic dramas, I am particularly proud of the beautiful scenes 
we created in this film. 
 
“A woman and her best friend think they landed the job of their dreams by 
giving people a great Christmas until they get a client who doesn't feel the 
same way.”


 
Watch the Full Film here:  
http://www.youtube.com//watch?v=Ay2NN7NPZb0
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BfPVsSVh5DM
https://vimeo.com/360464351/bb5d885020
http://www.youtube.com//watch?v=Ay2NN7NPZb0


VILLAGE OF THE MISSING (CBC FEATURE DOCUMENTARY) – 2018 
Director of Photography


	  
A dark, atmospheric true crime doc. The story behind 
Bruce McArthur, Toronto’s serial killer. The film explores 
a deep, 50-year antagonism between The Village and 
the Toronto police while highlighting the systemic 
problems of how missing persons cases are handled in 
a neighbourhood where racism is still a problem.


	 Watch the full documentary here: 
https://www.cbc.ca/cbcdocspov/episodes/village-of-the-missing 
 
MY PERFECT ROMANCE (NETFLIX FEATURE DRAMA) – 2018 
Director of Photography 

	 Newly appointed CEO Wes Robinson is looking for new 
ideas to boost the company's sales. Vivian Blair, a 
program developer, shares a dating algorithm she has 
been working on called My Perfect Match. When the 
pair is challenged to use My Perfect Match to find love, 
the algorithm shows some interesting results. 
 
Watch on NETFLIX now.


 
СHRISTMAS WEDDING PLANNER (NETFLIX FEATURE DRAMA) – 2018 
Director of Photography 

	 Wedding Planner Kelsey Wilson is about to have her big 
break: planning her beloved cousin's lavish and 
exclusive wedding. Everything is going smoothly until 
Connor McClane, a devilishly handsome private 
investigator, shows up and turns Kelsey's world upside-
down. 
 
 
THE PONYSITTERS CLUB (EPISODIC KIDS’ SERIES, 5 EPISODES) – 2017 
Director of Photography


	  
Join Skye and her Ponysitter pals as they lend a helping 
hand with the care of horses, ponies and other cute and 
cuddly animals that come through the Rescue Ranch, all 
with different levels of care needs.   
 
Full Episodes on NETFLIX now. 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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gl6-Scaax5s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ht2Rv7RgP88
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tJE4jTZKhAo
https://www.cbc.ca/cbcdocspov/episodes/village-of-the-missing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HS9x40rE5Cs


48 CHRISTMAS WISHES 
(FEATURE KIDS’ DRAMA) – 2017 
Director of Photography 

	 For the first time ever, two junior Elves have to leave 
home after losing an entire town's letters to Santa. While 
attempting to blend into small town life, they set out to 
retrieve every missing wish before Christmas Eve. 


	 


	 A WITCHES’ BALL (FEATURE KIDS’ DRAMA) – 2017 
Director of Photography


	  
A Witches' Ball is about a young witch who is ready to 
jump in feet first into the witching world but not before 
leaping over some magical hurdles along the way.  
 
 
 
 
KENYA WILDLIFE DIARIES (DOCUMENTARY SERIES, 5 EPISODES) – 2016 
Director of Photography, Director 

	 2x Canadian Screen Award Nominations 
 
A behind-the-scenes look at the Lewa Wildlife 
Conservancy and the Northern Rangelands Trust's 
conservation work in Northern Kenya. Witness the 
incredible veterinary work and day-to-day adventures of 
Dr. Matthew Mutinda as him and his team fight to save 
Africa's last remaining endangered species. 

	 THE DEMOLISHER (FEATURE THRILLER/HORROR) – 2015 
Director of Photography, Producer 

	 Bruce is an ordinary repairman tormented by a crippling 
sense of responsibility for his disabled wife Samantha, 
an ex-policewoma, the survivor of a gang-related 
assault. Both a character study and a psychological 
examination of trauma, The Demolisher is an 
unapologetic portrayal of what can happen when a 
fragile mind is pushed too far. 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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QYN8oGmopGA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cS9k4C5M4AY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hf3pttO87es
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M4xg99bwdI0


TO CATCH A KILLER 
(TRUE CRIME SERIES, 8 EPISODES) – 2013-2014 
Camera Operator 

	 Each one-hour episode introduces a different crime, as 
Arntfield - a working cop and university professor with a 
PhD - and his team use fresh eyes and advanced tools 
in their quest to solve these longstanding mysteries and 
bring closure to the victims' families. Arntfield guides 
the six-member squad as they use modern technology 
to discover evidence that may help close the case 
 
 
INTO THE FIRE (SPORTS SERIES, 5 EPISODES) – 2012 
Director of Photography, Director 

	 A behind the scenes look at the lives of the 
world's best MuayThai fighters. Filmed in multiple 
locations around the world, including Las Vegas, 
Netherlands, New York, UK and Los Angeles. 
 
Watch Episode 1 Here: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OjO5XVvDxAY  

 
 
NEVERLOST (FEATURE DRAMA) – 2010 
Director of Photography


	  
After losing his high school sweetheart in a horrific 
house fire, Josh Higgins' life tumbles into a 
depressing mix of insomnia and poor choices.  
 
 
 
 
KILL (FEATURE HORROR) – 2007 
Director of Photography


	 Six strangers awake to find themselves the tenants of a mysterious old house. Terrorized by insane Tiki-
men in masks and taunted by their deranged captors, it soon becomes clear that only one thing can save 
them: KILL.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yFGBTeAIEIU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NVxhaVAbsY0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cWQt8yMe2dk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OjO5XVvDxAY


Commercial

/ Branded	 MALDIVES - THE SUNNY SIDE OF LIFE (CNN TOURISM PROMO) – 2020 

Director of Photography, Director, Producer 

	 Commercial for The Maldives Tourism Board. The 
story of marine conservationist Shaha Hashim, 
who has dedicated her life to safeguarding the 
waters of Maldives. Currently airing on all CNN 
outlets around the world. 
 
 
 
 
MANTA TRUST (CNN SHORT DOCUMENTARY) – 2020 
Director of Photography, Director, Producer


	 The story of the incredible work of Manta Trust, an organization dedicated to protecting the world’s Manta 
Ray populations. 
 
5.8 UNDERWATER RESTAURANT (CNN SHORT DOCUMENTARY) – 2020  
Director of Photography, Director, Producer


	 The endearing story of Mossti and Kalim, the divers who are responsible for cleaning the glass of the world 
famous 5.8 Underwater Restaurant in Hurawalhi, Maldives three times a day. 
 
THE STORY OF CHEF SOBAH (CNN SHORT DOCUMENTARY) – 2020  
Director of Photography, Director, Producer


	 The story of Chef Abdullah Sobah of luxury resort Soneva Fushi. Chef Sobah is famous for championing 
Maldivian cuisine and creating a fusion of modern and traditional Maldivian dishes. 

	 ECOFLOW BATTERY (COMMERCIAL) – 2020 
Director of Photography


	  
Shot in studio and on location in Vietnam, 
Ecoflow batteries are revolutionary portable 
batteries used in a variety of applications. 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https://vimeo.com/484564900
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8opKqxOQaHk


THE STORY OF PEMA (SHORT 
DOCUMENTARY) – 2019 
Director of Photography, Director, Producer


	  
CSC Winner 2020 - Best Documentary Short  
 
The breathtaking story of a young Tibetan nomad 
and her epic seasonal journey across the 
mountains of Amdo Region, Tibet. 

	  
NISSAN (NISSAN CHINA COMMERCIAL) – 2018 
Director of Photography


	  
Wilderness scenes shot on location in the Maasai 
Mara of Kenya.


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MAVIC 2 PRO (DJI COMMERCIAL) – 2018 
Director of Photography


	  
The official commercial for DJI’s revolutionary 
drone, the MAVIC 2. Filmed on location in the 
Canadian Arctic. 
 
 
 
 
 
THE STORY OF AISHOLPAN 
(BRANDED CONTENT) – 2017 
Director of Photography, Director, Producer 

	 A brave young girl takes up the ancient tradition 
of hunting with eagles, which has been practiced 
in the mountains of Western Mongolia for 
centuries. 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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4bZgoMgHCN8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7SembcsxrQw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CFk8XWKDtkA


THE M200 (COMMERCIAL) – 2017 
Director of Photography 

	 Shot on location in Iceland, Australia and 
Northern China, the M200 is an industrial drone 
used in search & rescue and power line 
inspections. 
 
 

	 THE M200 - SEARCH & RESCUE  
(COMMERCIAL) – 2017 
Director of Photography 

	 Shot on location in Iceland, this is the story of a 
local search & rescue team who use drones to 
save the lives of people stranded on glaciers. 

 

	 FLIGHT WITHOUT WINGS 
(BRANDED CONTENT) – 2017 
Director of Photography, Director


	  
In this episode of DJI Stories, Florent, who was 
born with a disability impeding his ability to walk, 
visits Haut-Koenigsbourg — a medieval castle in 
Alsace, France — but in a whole new way. Watch 
how his curiosity of flight gets fulfilled through a 
fully immersive, onsite VR experience. 
 
 
N3 (COMMERCIAL) – 2016 
Director of Photography, Director


	  
Shot in studio as well on location in Los Angeles 
and San Francisco, N3 flight controllers are 
revolutionary electronics used in DJI drones. 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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GkIJ2NJQHys
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vDVfYvMxZtI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xWzybek2gDw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RNiS7lR0tJY


MARRIOTT & DJI (BRANDED CONTENT) – 2016 
Director of Photography, Director, Producer


	  
Shot on location in Zhejiang, China, discover how 
DJI and JW Marriott are working together to 
create drone experiences for guests in one of JW 
Marriott’s newly opened resorts in China. Guests 
can now capture and share their travel 
experiences in exciting new ways by 
experiencing the ultimate thrill of flying. 

	 FOR RANGERS 
(ORGANIZATION PROMO) – 2016 
Director of Photography, Director, Producer


	 As the threat of poaching in Africa increases and 
becomes ever more sophisticated, so too must 
the determination and resources needed to 
protect rhinos and elephants. Over a thousand 
rangers have been killed in the line of duty since 
2013. This video is dedicated to their memory. 
 
LEWA CONSERVANCY - A CATALYST FOR CONSERVATION 
(ORGANIZATION PROMO) – 2016 
Director of Photography, Director, Producer 

	 The Lewa Wildlife Conservancy is located in 
northern Kenya. It was formed in 1995. It is a 
wildlife sanctuary incorporating the Ngare Ndare 
Forest and covering over 62,000 acres. The 
Conservancy is home to a wide variety of wildlife 
including the rare and endangered black rhinos, 
Grevy's zebras and sitatungas. 
 
GUMSHOES (INDEPENDENT SHORT) – 2014 
Director of Photography


	 During an unspecified period of existence, John Fracas, a middle-aged, disheartened detective, discusses 
the specifics of a crime scene, also known as an "orchestration." He lets loose his emotional frustrations 
and struggles to a fellow bar patron who cares to listen. 
 
JANUS (INDEPENDENT SHORT) – 2010 
Director of Photography


	 A Western Muslim is pushed to make a decision based on his past memories and current encounters... 
What will he do? An every-person story chronicles how interpretations of the past and present can affect 
your future. 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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FKQx29VN5Wo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qNExCirJ98k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nfOgnSMGZ80


COLDPLAY - LOST? 
(MUSIC VIDEO COMPETITION) – 2008 
Director of Photography, Director, Producer


	  
Music video for Coldplay’s 2008 “Lost?” 
worldwide open call music video competition. 
This short film won 2nd place.  
 
 
 
ELLIOTT (INDEPENDENT SHORT) – 2007 
Director of Photography 

	 A strange young boy is abducted by aliens and replaced by an identical avatar. His father struggles to 
come to terms with a distant son. 

	 A WOMAN OF WEALTH AND TASTE (INDEPENDENT SHORT) – 2004 
Director of Photography, Director, Producer 

	 A young man has the time of his life with the most beautiful woman he's ever met, only to wake up alone 
after his one night stand. As he struggles to find her, he learns life's hardest lesson about love, sex and 
heartache. 
 
 

 

Education	 Ryerson University – Film Studies, 2004


Skills	 

• Director at Directors Guild of Canada (DGC)

• Licensed Drone Pilot (Advanced)

• Bilingual, fluent in Hungarian and English

• Accomplished Photographer (Top 5 in 2019 Wildlife Photographer of the Year Competition, photography 

on display at the Royal Ontario Museum, as well as the Natural History Museum in London, UK)

• Has directed crews around the world in Iceland, Hawaii, West Africa, East Africa, China, Tibet, Hong 

Kong, Los Angeles, Vietnam, France, Italy, Svalbard and the Canadian Arctic

• Produces, Directs and DPs as a one man army in extremely challenging situations - and also works with 

large film crews from around the world

• Editor

• Underwater cinematography (Basic) 

 of 11 59

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nSBT_oqIuhg


 
 
Recognition


Canadian Society of Cinematographers (CSC) Winner 
"The Story of Pema" 

Best Documentary Short - 2020 
Directors Guild of Canada (DGC) Nominee  

"The Story of Pema" 
Best Short Film - 2019 

Wildlife Photographer of the Year Top 5 Finalist 
"The Surrogate Mother" 
People's Choice - 2019 

Canadian Screen Award Nominee  
"Kenya Wildlife Diaries" 

Best Photography - 2017 
Best Science or Nature Documentary - 2017 

Discover Film London Festival Winner 
"The Story of Pema" 

Best Documentary - 2019 
Best Shorts Competition Winner 

"The Story of Pema" 
Documentary Short - 2019 
Award of Excellence - 2019 

Oregon Documentary Film Festival Nominee 
"The Story of Pema" 

Best Cinematography - 2019 
Best Short Film - 2019 

Hollywood International Moving Pictures Film Festival Winner  
“The Story of Pema" 

Best Cinematography Documentary - 2019 
Best Documentary Short - 2019 

Best Producer Short - 2019
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Photo by Zacharia Lorenz
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Photos by Remi Pognante
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Photos by Remi Pognante
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Filming my Hong Kong documentary
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Photo by Brandon Marsh

Photo by Cameron McDonald
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Frame Grabs from “A Witches’ Ball”
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Hawaii, U.S.A.



 of 26 59
“Christmas Wedding Planner”

“A Witches’ Ball”
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“A Witches Ball” set

“48 Christmas Wishes” set

“My Perfect Romance” set

“Christmas Wedding Planner” set
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“DJI M200 Commercial” in Svínafellsjokull, Iceland

Svalbard, Norway
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Frame grabs from my Hong Kong documentary
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Frame grabs from “My Perfect Romance”



My Photography
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Frame grabs from “Christmas Wedding Planner”
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BEHIND THE SCENES FILM

“The Story of Aisholpan” 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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f8a54F4AJqo


THE END

THANK YOU FOR READING
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Photo by Remi Pognante


